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 tockport Academy 

scored a winner for charity 

after raising £3,000 by 

organising a football match 

against a team of celebrities. 

After weeks of training, the 

SA staff team kicked off 

against the Once Upon A 

Smile XI. Students and staff 

worked tirelessly to fundraise 

through ticket sales, 

programme sales, a raffle and 

a non-uniform day. Despite 

the celebrities beating 

Stockport Academy 7-2 on 

the night, charity was the 

overall winner! 

Hosted by Cheadle Town FC, 

the match kicked off in front 

of a bumper crowd and an 

electric atmosphere, with Mr 

McCarron leading out the 

Staff team and Emmerdale 

actor Danny Miller captaining 

the Celebrity XI. 

Speaking after the match, 

Danny said: “The support that 

Stockport Academy has made 

to Once Upon A Smile is 

absolutely crucial. Everyone 

has been amazing and I 

couldn’t believe how many 

people turned out to cheer 

on both sides – we don’t 

usually get this many 

students coming along and 

that was great to see.” 

Danny was joined by celebrity 

friends Adam Thomas, Jake 

Quickenden and Cel 

Spellman, among other stars. 

The evening was organised by 

Pastoral Managers Mrs 

McCann and Mr Cheetham, 

while the Stockport Academy 

Sports Leaders volunteered 

as Ball Boys and Girls. 

Stockport Academy’s goals 

were scored by Mr McCarron 

and Mr Campbell, with both 

goals drawing huge cheers 

from the crowd. 

Year 7 and 8 Pastoral 

Manager Mrs McCann said: 

“We had an amazing night 

and raised a tremendous 

amount of money for a 

fantastic cause. Thank you to 

everyone who attended and 

supported the event – we 

had some tired legs out there 

at the end of the match but it 

was well worth it!” 
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Welcome Sir David 

Principals’ Message 
As another year draws to a 
close, we would like to 
welcome you to our final 
newsletter of the year.  2017 
has yet again been another 
phenomenal year; the 
dedication and commitment 
of our staff, students, 
parents and governors is 
overwhelming and the 
relentless strive to be the 
best continues to produce 
exceptional results both 
inside and outside the 
classroom.  
 
Thank you to our outstanding 
staff and governors who are 
unparallelled in their focus to 
ensure that students at 
Stockport Academy have 
access to the best teaching 
and the widest possible 
access to opportunity.  Thank 
you to our students who 
never fail to impress any 
visitor to our wonderful 
school with their 
appearance, their hospitality 
and their attitude to learning. 

Thank you to our amazing 
families who work together 
with us to ensure that all of 
our students fulfil their 
potential. Finally, thank you 
to members of our local 
community who work with 
us on a daily basis to provide 
opportunities and inspiration 
for our students.  We could 
not be more proud of the 
culture and ethos that 
embodies Stockport 
Academy. 
  
2017 had just too many 
highlights to recall here - this 
year we were nominated for 
National Secondary School Of 
The Year; this national 
recognition was a real credit 
to our whole 
community.  We were 
awarded IAG Gold Award for 
the second time and we were 
awarded the BIG Childline 
Anti-Bullying Award for the 
third time.  In 2017 we had 
our largest ever intake into 
year 7 and 2018 looks to be 

another year where the 
academy will be significantly 
over-subscribed. As you can 
see across the page, we were 
incredibly pleased to 
celebrate our best-ever GCSE 
results for the second year in 
a row.   
  
We are not an academy to 
stand still and we are always 
working to ensure even 
further success in every area 
of the curriculum and 
through our phenomenal co-
curriculum offer.  We are 
excited to see what further 
success 2018 will bring and 
are ready to embrace any 
challenges on the continued 
journey to becoming a truly 
outstanding school.   We 
wish all of our parents, 
students, staff, governors 
and extended members of 
our community a restful and 
peaceful Christmas and all of 
our very best wishes for 
2018.  

Stockport Academy opened its doors to 

one of the most senior figures of the 

education sector in September, with the 

visit of National Schools Commissioner Sir 

David Carter. 

Following a tour around the school, Sir 

David visited several lessons including 

Drama, Dance and PE, speaking with 

students and teachers about life at 

Stockport Academy to find out more about 

the secrets to its success. 

Sir David said: “It was clear to me that the 

students at Stockport Academy are happy, 

bright, articulate young people who enjoy 

their learning, while I was also impressed 

by the excellent leadership of the 

academy. I loved my visit and would like to 

thank everyone at Stockport Academy for 

the warm welcome I received.” 

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Principal 

“We are not an 

academy to stand still 

and we are always 

working to ensure 

even further success 

in every area of the 

curriculum”  

-Principals’ Message 
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A BIG Reason To Celebrate 
In September, Stockport Academy 

was awarded a national Ant-Bullying 

Award for the third time in three 

years. 

The BIG Award For Excellence In 

Challenging Bullying recognised a 

number of anti-bullying initiatives 

led by our Anti-Bullying 

Ambassadors over the past 12 

months, including a mentoring 

programme and a multi-coloured 

balloon release in celebration of 

Anti-Homophobia Week. 

 

Val McFarlane, Director of the 

Bullying Intervention Group, said: 

“Stockport Academy takes 

bullying very seriously and wants 

all of its students to learn in a safe 

and happy environment. The 

school also regularly raises 

awareness about bullying, helping 

to ensure all students feel 

confident that the school cares 

about their welfare.  I am delighted 

to award Stockport Academy the 

BIG Award for Excellence in 

Challenging Bullying.”  

At the end of August, students and staff celebrated 

Stockport Academy’s best ever GCSE results for the 2nd 

year running. 

61% of students achieved five or more A* to C grades 

including a 4 or above in both English and Maths, with 

grades for the latter two subjects changing to a numeric 

scale for the first time with a new highest grade of 9. 

 

There were notable individual successes, including Head 

Girl Megan Deans who achieved a Grade 9 in both Maths 

and English Literature as well as a Grade 8 in English 

Language, seven A*s. 

 

Ines Duarte, who only joined the academy this year from 

Portugal, has achieved a Grade 8 in Maths and English 

Language as well as two A*s and three As. 

 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “Congratulations to our 

students and staff for achieving our best ever results for the 

second year running.  We are all thrilled for these young 

people who have put in an excellent performance and 

deservedly are reaping the rewards with an exciting future 

ahead of them. 

 
“Thank you to our fantastic staff who work tirelessly to help 

our students achieve their full potential and who are 

relentless in driving improvement to spur us on to reach 

greater heights next year.” 

Best Ever Results – Again! 

Year 10 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

Emi Bagshaw, Year 8, achieved an  

A* in GCSE Japanese! 
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Students Mean Business At Careers Day 
Stockport Academy joined 
forces with big business and 
career advisors for the 
school’s annual CEIAG 
(Careers Education 
Information Advice and 
Guidance) Day. 

Year 11 students were off-
timetable for the day to 
support their preparations 
for further education and 
employment, with a series of 
workshops and seminars on 
how they can give 
themselves the best chance 
at succeeding in the world of 
work. 

The group spent the day in 
business dress instead of 
their school uniform, as staff 
from Timpson and Lex 
Autolease kindly volunteered 
to spend the morning 
holding mock job interviews 
with them. 

The cohort also had sessions 
with Barclays Life Skills, 
National Citizen Service and 

The Skills Company, who 
offered advice on everything 
from how to manage your 
digital profile to what 
opportunities are available 
as an apprentice after 
leaving secondary education. 

At the end of the day, 
families were invited to join 
students for our 
Careers Fair, 
which saw a wide 
range of further 
education 
providers and 
employers set up 
their stalls in the 
atrium to offer 
information 
about options 
available for the 
future. 

Head of Year 11 
Mr John said: 
“Thank you so 
much to all of the 
organisations 
who have given 

up their time today to make 
such a positive contribution 
to our Careers Day. 

“This is a really important 
time in our students’ lives 
and the advice and guidance 
they have been given today 
will be invaluable in later 
life.” 

 Gold Standard 
Stockport Academy 

has been awarded 

the Gold Inspiring 

IAG Award for the 

second year. 

The honour, which 

recognises quality 

provision in schools 

for careers 

information, advice and guidance is available 

to all schools, with only the best receiving 

the Gold. 

Inspectors commented that Stockport 

Academy ‘delivers an excellent careers 

package to its students’, while students 

themselves ‘spoke highly of the service they 

received’. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “We are 

delighted that we have been awarded the 

Gold IAG Award as this is such an important 

service we offer to all of our students. 

“We are truly committed to ensuring every 

young person who leaves the academy after 

Year 11 is equipped with all the skills and 

knowledge to make the most of their 

potential in the future.” 

“This is a 
really 

important 
time in our 
students’ 

lives and the 
advice and 
guidance 
they have 

been given 
today will be 
invaluable in 

later life.” 
 

- Mr John 
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 Lest We Forget 

In November, we were visited by two war veterans who 

spoke to Year 9 students as part of their studies into war 

poetry. Student Reporter Delany has given us his 

account of what was a memorable visit: 

 

We were lucky enough to be visited by two 

extraordinary war veterans called Paul and Gary who 

told us about their experiences and let us ask them 

questions. 

 

In my opinion they are both extremely brave. When 

asked have you ever had a close call with a bullet, they 

answered “I have heard bullets whizz past my head. It is 

scary, really scary.”  

They also told us about their motivation  is when 

spending time away from their families. “Your training 

is what matters, it’s what keeps you going,” they said. 

“We do it for our queen 

and for our mates.” 

 

Thank you Paul and 

Gary, it was great to 

meet you! 

 

Delany is a contributor 

to our student E-Zine 

‘Spark’, which can be 

found on our website. 

Stockport Academy’s annual Poppy Drop service to 

mark Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday took 

place on Friday 10th November. 

The ceremony involved the whole school turning out 

in the atrium to pay their respects to the men and 

women who made the ultimate sacrifice while 

fighting for their country since the First World War. 

Just before the clock struck 11am, former student 

Shaun Brady sounded the last post before everyone 

in the building observed an impeccable 2-minute 

silence. At the end of the silence, students in Year 10 

and Year 11 – along with members of the community 

who had been invited to attend – dropped poppies 

from the first and second floor balconies. 

Proceedings were brought to a close by Year 10 

student Nicole Bowden and guest speaker Sir 

Peter Fahy. Nicole performed a beautiful 

rendition of the first verse of the national 

anthem ‘God Save The Queen’, while Sir Peter – 

former chief constable of Greater Manchester 

Police and Chief Executive of children’s charity 

Retrak – delivered a speech about the 

importance of reflection and remembrance. 

Finally, Reverend Mike Newman offered a 

closing prayer. 

 

Stockport Academy Principal Mrs McCann said: “The 

Poppy Drop has such a special place in the culture of 

the academy and it is so important to both students 

and staff that we pay our respects in this way. 

“I would like to thank all of our guests for choosing to 

spend the morning with us and could not be more 

proud of our students for the level of respect and 

humility they displayed throughout the ceremony.” 

The Poppy Drop was filmed this year by ‘That’s 

Manchester TV’ and appeared on their daily news 

bulletin that night. A video of the Poppy Drop can also 

be found on our website. 

By Student E-Zine Reporter Delany Norris 
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Bop To The Top! 
Our annual school production was hailed 

the ‘best ever’ after the final performance 

of High School Musical brought the house 

down in November. 

After two matinee shows and two evening 
performances, the cast and crew received 
a standing ovation for the hours and hours 
of hard work that clearly paid off. 

The production – based on the smash hit 
Disney movie – tells the story of resident 
jock Troy Bolton and brainy Gabriella 
Montez teaming up to challenge the status 

quo at East High by auditioning for the 
school show, inspiring fellow classmates to 
also break the mould and follow their 
individual dreams. 

Featuring popular hits such as ‘Breaking 
Free’, ‘Get’cha Head In The Game’, ‘Bop To 
The Top’ and ‘We’re All In This Together’, 
the show was a non-stop whirlwind of 
energy, excitement and enthusiasm. 

Over two days the students performed for 
a total of eight primary schools – with Oak 
Tree, Adswood, Alexandra Park, Bridge 
Hall, St Matthews, Cale Green, St Georges 
and Meadowbank all attending daytime 
shows. 

In the evenings, tickets were bought by 
families, friends, staff and even former 
students who were all keen to see the 
show for themselves. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs Campbell 

said: “I am so proud of everyone who has 
been involved in the production, from each 
member of the cast to all of the backstage 
crew. They’ve all worked so hard and put 
in so many hours of their own time and the 
level of professionalism and quality has 
really shone through as a result. 

“The shows were amazing and it was great 
to see so much support from our local 

community – it really means so much to us 
to see so many familiar faces coming to 
watch and we already can’t wait for the 
next production!” 

For the first time, our production has been 

professionally filmed and is available to 

buy as a DVD. Visit http://

www.myschooldvd.co.uk/order-a-dvd-high

-school for details! 

“The shows 

were 

amazing 

and it was 

great to see 

so much 

support 

from our 

local 

community 

– it really 

means so 

much to us 

to see so 

many 

familiar 

faces 

coming to 

watch “ 

-Mrs 

Campbell 
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Our first ever Big Book Amnesty Day 

proved to be a huge hit with staff and 

students in September. 

The focus of the day was on literacy and 
students were invited to bring in a book 
they no longer wanted in exchange for a 
non-uniform day. 

Many took this opportunity to dress up 
as their favourite literary characters, 
with The Cat In The Hat, Geek Girl and 
Mr Stink among the entrants to our 

fancy dress competition that was held 
during lunch. 

In the library, Mr Clarke put on a wide 
range of activities from word searches 
and puzzles to a golden ticket search, 
with chocolate prizes on offer for the 
winners. Meanwhile, in the refectory, 
Mr Almond led a group of brave 
students who performed in a ‘Readers’ 
Corner’ – confidently delivering poetry 
and passages from their favourite 
books. 

A Novel Morning 
In November, our Literacy Leaders and Student 

Librarians made a visit to Simply Books in Bramhall 

to restock our library. 

With the help of Literacy Co-ordinator Mrs Sealy 

and School Librarian Mr Clarke, the group spent 

the morning picking out over £1,000 worth of 

books to increase the number of titles available. 

Mrs Sealy said: “Our students were so enthusiastic 

about choosing the right books for the academy 

and spent a long time making some excellent 

purchases that will benefit everyone here for 

years to come. 

“Thank you to Simply Books for having us—I 

couldn’t think of a nicer way to spend a Friday 

morning!” 

Maths Masters 
There was more than just pride at stake when our 

Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in Stockport 

Academy’s first ever Maths Rock Wrangle. 

There was a fantastic turnout for the online 

tournament, which saw students compete to solve  

as many multiplication sums as possible in a 

minute via the TT Rockstars study platform. 

The winners of each round were rewarded with 

prizes of badges and stationery. 

Numeracy Co-ordinator Ms Harrison said: “Our 

students have really enjoyed using TT Rockstars to 

sharpen up their Maths skills this year and the 

Rock Wrangle was definitely a big success! Well 

done to everyone who took part—we can’t wait to 

host the next one.” 

I S S U E  3 6  Big Book Bonanza 
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Our annual Christmas 

Market took place at the 

end of November for a day 

of seasonal shopping, food 

and entertainment. 

Over 50 stalls sold their 
festive wares, while there 
were also performances by 
the Stockport Academy 
Choir and Steel Band to get 
everyone in the Christmas 
spirit. 

Our famous Chocolate 
Tombola was a real crowd-
puller, selling out 

completely by 1pm! There 

were also delicious 
Bratwurst and pulled pork 
sandwiches on sale - if 
bellies weren’t already full 
enough from sampling 
some of the delicious 
baking and treats on offer 
from stallholders! 

Of course, the Christmas 

Market wouldn’t be 
complete without a visit 
from Father Christmas. 
Santa spent the day sat on 
his sleigh with his elves 
confirming every visitors’ 
place on the ‘nice list’ in 
time for the big day! 

Pikachu and the Minion 
made an appearance to the 
delight of guests young and 
old, while they were also 
joined for the first time by 
Trolls Princess Poppy and 
Branch. The day was 
rounded off perfectly with 

traditional Christmas songs 

perfectly played by the 
outstanding Sale Brass 
Band. 

Market Organiser Mr Prince 
said: “Our Market has 
become the unofficial start 
to the countdown to 
Christmas over the last few 
years and it was great to 

see so many members of 
the community choosing to 
spend their day with us 
once again.” 

Jingle Bell Rock 
Christmas festivities 

reached fever pitch at 

the annual Stockport 

Academy Christmas 

Concert. 

Students and staff alike 

were involved in 

putting on an amazing 

show that featured 

everything from traditional 

Christmas carols and 

readings to ukulele 

performances, ballet, tap 

dancing and steel pans.  

The show finished with a 

performance of ‘All I Want 

For Christmas Is You’ - 

with everyone on their 

feet, fully getting into 

the festive spirit! 

For the first time, we 

also hosted a Christmas 

matinee for three 

primary schools, with 

students from Bridge Hall, 

Adswood and St Matthews’ 

Primaries all enjoying 

themselves immensely! 

A Christmas Cracker 
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This term we welcomed eight local Primary Schools to watch the matinee performance of 

our High School Musical production (see page 6), with our audience having a great time! If 

you spot yourself (or your child) on any of the photos below, please email 

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize. 

Photo Competition - Autumn Term 

For the third year running, we 

welcomed a record number of 

visitors for Open Evening in 

September. 

Nearly 600 people visited 
the academy on the night, with 
every department putting on 
activities, demonstrations and 
workshops to give visitors a 
taste of what life here is like. 

Highlights of the night included 
Mr Campbell’s dazzling Science 
display, Murder Mystery in 
History, a Steel Drum 
workshop in Music, a culinary 
tour of the world in MFL and 
the chance to contribute to a 

Jon Burgerman-inspired 
masterpiece in Art. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: 
“Thank you to everyone who 
attended and it was great to 
hear so many kind words said 
about the school, its students 
and staff who have all worked so 
hard and at such a high 
standard. 

“We look forward to welcoming 

our visitors to Stockport 

Academy once again as Year 7 

students come September 

2018!” 
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Our Student Council 

organised a week of 

activities for Mental Health 

Awareness Week in October 

to get their peers talking 

about the subject. 

The theme of the week was 

‘Time To Talk’, with the 

group manning a drop-in 

table in the atrium every 

day encouraging students to 

recognise when someone 

might be struggling and 

giving them time to discuss 

their problems.  

Students could also 

leave notes with 

positive messages on 

for their friends and 

enter a poster 

competition to raise 

awareness, with the 

winner and runner-up both 

receiving chocolates for 

their excellent efforts. 

Talk About Mental Health 

 

 

 

Drawing On Experience 
Our Year 11 Art students spent 

the day with a professional 

artist in October, helping put 

them in the frame to get the 

best results. 

Greater Manchester-based Ian 

Murphy, who has 30 years of 

experience in making a living as 

an artist, met the group to 

explain the method behind his 

mixed media techniques. The 

students then applied this to 

their own work, forming part of 

a project based around 

architecture. 

Now the aspiring artists plan to 

put their newly acquired skills 

to good use, in support of their 

GCSE coursework. 

Art Teacher Ms Lee said: “This 

was a great opportunity for our 

students and they were clearly 

inspired by today’s workshop. 

The group were really engaged 

with everything Ian had to 

show them, while building 

confidence in their own ability. 

We would like to thank him for 

sharing his experience with 

these young people, who have 

a real passion for Art.” 

Local charity group ‘Socially 

Yours’ popped in for a spot 

of afternoon tea with our 

charity leaders in 

November. 

Students put on a mouth-

watering array of cakes and 

sandwiches for their 

visitors, while serving them 

tea and coffee. 

Afterwards, students had a 

chat with their guests and 

organised a game of 

bingo. 

Our school choir also 

performed at the 

Socially Yours’ 

Christmas Party in 

December, continuing 

the strong links 

between our school and this 

excellent local cause. 

Afternoon Chari-tea 
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

         Spring Term 2018 

11th January:  Year 11 Parents Evening 

16th January:  Year 9 Options Evening 

25th January:  Year 9 Parents Evening 

15th February:  Performing Arts Showcase  

15th March:  Year 10 Parents Evening 

16-18th March: Year 7 Residential Trip 

28th March:  Performance Awards 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 
caroline.molloy@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Year 10 
claire.cull@stockport-academy.org  0161 286 0330 
Year 11 
andrew.john@stockport-academy.org 0161 286 0330 
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
Term dates for Spring 2018 

Monday 8th January to Friday 16th February 

 

Monday 19th February to Friday 23rd February 

Half Term 

 

Monday 26th February - Inset Day 

 

Tuesday 27th February to Thursday 29th March 

 Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy,  

Instagram @stockportacademy and visit  

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


